3
4


[image: image1.png]


            SPONSORED BY SV ACTS, INC.                    SPRING VALLEY TOWNSHIP, OHIO  
                     NOVEMBER 2019

+
Spring Valley ACTS –Carla Smith, President
Tis the Season to be thankful and of holiday fun! We have just completed our 42nd Spring Valley Potato Festival. The crowd was huge. That made our community proud. A special Thank You to the Festival Committee, ALL the volunteers, and to all who filled in on my duties during my illness. 

We also had a very bitter cold and windy Halloween. I hope that the Trick or Treaters got plenty of goodies. Too bad the wind prevented us from having a bonfire and not many stayed for the costume contest.

Thanksgiving will be here soon. Let’s be thankful for this beautiful community and all the wonderful people who live and do so much for our village and township. If you volunteered at any capacity during the year, you are welcome and urged to come to our Annual Volunteer Dinner on December 6, 2019, 6pm at Ancil’s Place. Call 937-862-5250 to make your reservation. We welcome you to share a delicious side dish with us.

It has been my pleasure to serve as President of ACTS for the last 2 years. It is now time for new young people to take on these duties. Thank you so much.

POTATO FESTIVAL – Jon Keck, Chair
We had all our usual Village activities on Friday night, and had a really good turnout for the festivities. We appreciate all of the cooperation with the folks in town. This was probably one of the best set-ups in years. For whatever reason, it seemed like the vendors came in staggered and orderly. There are always a few trials getting some in, but Samantha did a great job taking over for Kitty, Thank you Sam, for taking over, and to Kitty, Deb and Pat for helping with the transition.

Wow, what a day we had on Saturday! Just to start things off different, the General Store had made the news, Fire in the Valley! : - (   As the morning progressed, we had 80+ racers run a new race route and they finished at Bledsoe Park. A bit more challenging course then in the past, but a lot of good feedback from the participants. Great job to Lora and her team!

Soup sales started off great in the morning, but by early afternoon it had warmed up and soup wasn’t high on the food chart. Other than that, most of the vendors that I and the other Festival members talked to expressed that they had one of the best days ever. Good, that should keep them coming back. Another highlight on Saturday was our “Citizen of the Year David Shinkle”. When the community heard that it was going to be David, there was a community effort that pulled together money to buy David a new bike and accessories. Thank you to all that pitched in, not only did you a wonderful thing for David, you did a wonderful thing for our community. There was a great spotlight shining from Spring Valley, its community, and most of all our Citizen of the Year!!!  I don’t think that he has stopped beaming yet!

We did have one problem with having a great turnout - parking and getting in and out of the festival. There were a number of issues getting cars in and out. We are going to have to really look at the traffic flow this next year as the construction of the SV Paintersville - Route 42 interchange is going to have a major effect on traffic and not in a good way. So, if you have ideas on how we can improve this, please let us know.

Sunday was a typical Potato Festival day, it never really rained on us, but it was raining in the surrounding areas and it kept a lot of folks from coming out, but we still had people coming in and enjoying the festival.

We are already looking for a theme for the festival in 2020. Send us your ideas, who knows, we may select yours.

Thank you to all of the people that make this possible, we couldn’t do it without you. We can always use more help, the more folks we get to help the fewer hours it is going to take for all of us.

Hope to see you at the Appreciation Dinner on December 6th,  Food, entertainment, raffles and auction are in store.
2019 SPRING VALLEY CITIZEN OF THE YEAR
David Allen Shinkle was born to Eugene "Gene" and Jessie Shinkle on February 18, 1966. He is one of 7 children with 3 brothers and 3 sisters. He attended Spring Valley Schools until they closed and then went on to attend Xenia Community Schools. He makes his living by mowing grass, so it was no surprise when he told me that the thing he enjoys doing the most is "cutting the grass and wacking up the weeds."  In fact, Dave has been mowing grass in the village for over 40 years, starting when he was about 10 years old. When the mowing season comes to an end, he gets ready to help remove ice and snow off of driveways and sidewalks. He also likes to help out Tina, the owner of Slim’s Neighborhood Bar & Grill, by taking out the trash. There are many other things Dave enjoys, like Nascar, and says that "his best bud is Kevin Harvick," the Nascar driver. He loves football season but doesn't really have a favorite team. He just enjoys the game and likes to root for the winning team. Dave's favorite holiday is Thanksgiving and he looks forward to it every year. He loves the turkey and spending time with his brother, Gene. When asked what his favorite color is, he replied, “BLUE, all-time favorite, hands down.”  We are recognizing Dave because he is a kind soul who is always willing to lend a helping hand.  He doesn’t know a stranger and is friendly to everyone he meets.  Dave is the kind of person we are glad to have in our community.

Thank you, Dave, for being a great Citizen of Spring Valley.  We appreciate you!

2019 Potato Festival Winners
ROYALTY:

   Queen – Tori McPherson;  


King –  Richard Brady
   Jr. Queen – Ivy Niggle;  


Jr. King – Carson Thompson,  Runner-up – Connor Page
   Princess – Sydney Bowling;  Runner-up – Makenzee Jones
   Prince – Leo Malcolm;   Runner-up –  Dylan Brandenburg
PUTTIN’ ON THE HITS
   6th grade and under:   
1st Carson Thompson  
2nd Rimsey Moerch  
3rd Draven Hall

   7th-12th grade  :  
1st Carly Thompson  
2nd Grace Lamb  
3rd Ryan Wiseman

MASHED POTATO EATING CONTEST

   10 & under: 
Austin Anderson

   11 – 17:
Taylor Maxwell

   18 & over:
John Carson

Halloweenie Roast Costume Winners
6 and under:
Lilyen Marshall

Zayden Caplinger
Emelia Marshall

7 – 11:

Madison Taylor

Enillya Butler

Bri Bowen



Carson Vert

Logan Womacks
Kalia Womacks

12 – 17:
Tayllor Vert

Clayton Taylor

Ronnie Butler

18 & over:
Harold Smith

Jessie Smith

Maria Smith

Congratulations to everyone who braved the cold!

Spring Valley Area Chamber of Commerce —Judy Madden
The next Spring Valley Area Chamber of Commerce quarterly business dinner meeting was Wednesday November 6th.  Our speaker was Greene County Auditor David Graham, who answered questions and spoke about the many changes made in his office over the years. 

Our next meeting will be March 4, 2020.
Spring Valley Senior center – Vicky Mumford
Open Mon. Tue. Thur. Fri. 9am – 4pm

Our Thanksgiving luncheon will be on Friday November 22, 2019. Just bring a side dish to share. Guest speaker will be Xenia Mayor, Sarah Mays.
The Center will hold its annual Christmas Craft Bazaar, Saturday December 7, 2019. Time: 9am till 4pm. There’ll be many different Craft Vendors, lots of Baked Goods, Ceramics, and much more! Stop by and take a look, at  2551 US 42, next to the Fire Station.  Support your local Senior Center! We have tables for rent - they are just $25.00 each.  Questions? Call Spring Valley Senior Center @ 937-862-4475.

Our Christmas carry-in will be Friday December 20, 2019.  Bring a side dish to share and come enjoy entertainment provided by Edde Osborne. Please RSVP to 937-862-4475.

The Center will be closed the weeks of Christmas and New Year.

SPRING VALLEY COMMUNITY LIBRARY — Sue Losekamp

1 E Walnut St.     Telephone & Fax# 937-862-4538     suesbooks@woh.rr.com
The 2020 COMMUNITY CALENDARs are in and available for pick-up any time the library is open, or if you need to arrange to have yours delivered, just email to suesbooks@woh.rr.com or call the library. Please don’t wait until after Christmas to pick yours up, as we will be closed around the holidays.
Our BOOK SALE during the Potato Festival went very well thanks to 2 days (mostly) without rain. Thank you so much to everyone who helped: Clover Valley 4-H club members and their parents and advisors who brought the boxes out of storage and our guild members who worked before, during, and long after the sale. And to the SV Township Fire Department who loaned us tables to set up on. 

Some of “What’s New At The Library”:

   In ADULT FICTION:

The Institute  by Stephen King


The Fifth Column  by Andrew Gross

Lethal Agent  by Kyle Mills


What Rose Forgot  by Nevada Barr



A Better Man  by Louise Penny  

The Testaments  by Margaret Atwood


Akin  by Emma Donoghue


Red at the Bone  by Jacqueline Woodson

The Guardians  by John Grisham

The 19th Christmas  by James Patterson

The Water Dancer  byTa-Nehisi Coates  (Oprah Book Club selection)
     In NON-FICTION:


Talking to Strangers: What we should know about the people we don’t know  by Malcolm Gladwell

Will My Cat Eat My Eyeballs?: Big questions by tiny mortals about death  by Caitlin Doughty


Hate Inc. : why today’s media makes us despise one another  Matt Taibbi 
    In YOUNG ADULTS and CHILDREN:


The Bridge Home  by Padma Venkatraman
Stealing the Game  by Kareem Abdul-Jabbar
One-Third Nerd  by Genniver Choldenko
Aquicorn Cove  by Katie O’Neill

Cosmic Clash Lego DC Comics Super Heroes
Breakout!  Lego Ninjago
During December, any child who visits the library to check out a book will also receive a FREE BOOK to keep! Just our way of saying Merry Christmas.
Normal Library Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 3 – 6 pm and Saturday 11 am – 1 pm.  We realize that the hours are very limited, and we hope to expand the times we are open soon. What additional hours would you like to see?  In the meantime, if you want or need to visit the library, but cannot get here during regular hours, please call or email and we will try to arrange a time for you to come in. And we’re always happy to order special requests.
Note: We will be closed Thanksgiving week November 25-30
and for Christmas-New Years, December 21 – January 11.
Stock up on your reading materials before we take our winter break!

Be sure to “Like” us on Facebook!
A child’s character is like good soup – both are homemade.
SPRING VALLEY ZONING—Dennis Painter
A lot of progress in zoning has been made in recent times.  Some Village residents and members of the Village Council have reviewed all of the zoning regulations and made changes where necessary.  After the committee's zoning changes were reviewed by our legal counsel the changes were approved.  The committee who worked on the changes are Mayor Lori Carroll, Dawn Bordewisch, Nate Kearns, and Brett Bonecutter. The committee was led by Village Council member Lora Staugler.  Each put a lot of thought and work into the Zoning Regulation changes.  A big thank you to each of them. 

Numerous junk and unlicensed cars that were an eyesore, and in violation of the Zoning Regulations, have either been licensed or fixed by the owners.  The owners who didn't comply, or wouldn't comply with the Zoning Regulations, had their junk and/or unlicensed vehicle towed at their expense.  The cost for towing is about $150.00. I will continue to have junk and unlicensed vehicles towed if the owners fail to abide by the Zoning Regulations.

Most residents do a great job in keeping their property clean and beautiful.  However, there are a few that I've had to send violation letters asking that they keep their property free of trash, nuisance weeds, and miscellaneous parts including but not limited to automobile parts, old lawn mowers, and other unidentifiable junk.  Most residents respond in a positive way and address the problem.  Others unfortunately refused to.  For those who didn't comply, or refused to comply, I hired a contractor to clean the property.  The cost of the contractor is the responsibility of the property owner.  It's a lot cheaper for the property owner to keep their property clean than it is to pay the contractor to do it for them. To date the most expensive bid I received from the contractor was over $1,200.00!

 

As a reminder...if you are going to build something (anything) you need a zoning permit.  If you buy a storage building and have it placed on your property you need to get a permit.  If you have a junk and/or an unlicensed vehicle, fix it and have it licensed.  If you see a zoning violation call me.  It takes all of us to keep the Village beautiful!  

And  finally don't forget to vote!!! 




Dennis Painter Zoning Inspector 

 
When we set our clocks back at the end of Daylight Saving Time, it is also a good time to replace the batteries in our smoke detectors.  And it may be time to replace the detector itself, as they are generally only good for 8 to 10 years. Do you know how old yours are?  The cost of a new one is very small if it might save a life.

Support SV ACTS – become a member!
The whole purpose of this organization is to keep Spring Valley a great place to live.
Offer your support either financially or physically (or both!).

Membership form is attached.
If you would like to have each issue of the “Village Pump” emailed directly to you 

just send an email to losekamp@aol.com with “Subscribe Pump” in the subject line.

There are occasional “Village Pump Extra” emails for events that come up between the 

quarterly issues, but we do not share our subscribers list with other organizations.

You can also visit the springvalleyoh.com website for updates,
 or “Like” Spring Valley ACTS on Facebook.
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